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Advent and the Rooster
It was a very early morning in Massachusetts. I was
there to officiate at the burial of one of our faithful
Saint Luke members. A guest in the lovely home of
his nephew and wife, there I was, seriously immersed
in dreamland. The house was in a semi-rural area. It
was very quiet and dawn was breaking. All of a sudden in my dream I heard, COCK-A-DOODLEDOO...COCK-A-DOODLE DOO!
What? Was I hearing, accurately? Awake now, I
heard it again. Roused from sleep, looking out the
window I tried to locate this loud morning sentinel.
Sure enough, a few houses over, there was the confident neighborhood rooster proclaiming to all: Wake
Up! Wake Up! Now!
The First Sunday of Advent in the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus reminds us to do just that - wake up, live

in God’s daylight, look around,
prepare, and welcome Jesus. He
comes as a baby, yet, he comes
each day in and around us. Our
school children here at Saint
Luke remind us continually, that
Jesus is in our hearts. He goes
then where we take him.
Will it be a relative’s house, maybe conversation
with a new friend, a hospital, retirement community,
our work place, maybe a street corner? In the encounter, will there be a glimpse of the wonder of
Christ? It may not sound exactly like COCK-A
DOODLE-DOO, but my feathered friend was right.
Wake, awake, we hear this season. Raise your heads,
look around – behold, right in the middle of it all,
the coming of Jesus.
+Pastor Miller

December: Mark Your Calendar
6:30 p.m. December 7, Tree and Campus Lighting
5:00 pm. December 18, Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols

Christmas Eve
4:00 p.m. and 5:30 p.m. Children’s Creche (Christmas Story) Service
8:00 p.m. and 10:00 p.m. Candlelight Services of
Lessons, Carols, and Holy Communion
12:00 Midnight Misa Navidad (Worship is in Spanish) - Online Only

Christmas Day
10:00 a.m. Festival Worship
8:00 p.m. December 31, New Year’s Eve Service - In Person Only
10:00 a.m. January1 First Sunday of Christmas
(One Service Only)

Thank You Andrew
and Gerson!
Someone needs to monitor the sound. Another
needs to tend to the video and livestream. Then at
the same time there are the intricacies of each picture, and adjustments on the move. Each week Andrew Vigliotta and Gerson Vasquez are our masters
at the tech desk. With the leadership and expertise
of Deacon Warfield, this team makes the livestreams
of the worship services possible, while also monitoring sound, lighting and so much more in person.
Thousands of lives are touched with the Gospel message. How we appreciate all you do Andrew and
Gerson! Thank you!!

Finance Committee Update
As we are all aware, these are challenging economic
times for many, particularly given high rates of inflation over the last year, and volatility in the capital
markets.
Current: While the staff of Saint Luke has managed
to maintain spending roughly in-line with the budget
the congregation approved, at this point in our fiscal
year, offerings are running slightly behind. In addition, earnings from endowments that support programs have fallen significantly, compared to recent
years.
Future: We also know that next year’s budget will
need to account for today’s rising inflation, not only
in utilities and other items needed, but also in the
form of a cost-of-living adjustment to the modest
compensation of Saint Luke staff, that will be substantially higher than in recent years.

How Can We Help: As we finalize our Faith Commitments for the next calendar year, please consider
these factors in your decision. We know not everyone may be in a position to contribute more, but if
you are, we ask that you prayerfully consider doing
so. Thank you so much.

Be Born In Us Today
Advent Devotions
Each week during Advent, tune in to a Wednesday
weekly Advent Devotion. Jesus was born physically
but how is he born in us each day? Join Pastors Miller and Morales on November 30, December 7, 14,
21, at 8:00 a.m.
The hymn stanza O Little Town of Bethlehem reads,
“cast out our sin and enter in, Be Born In Us Today.”
How does that happen? How will it happen in each
of us. Tune in to this brief Advent devotion beginning November 30, www.saintlukeonline.us .

Faith Commitment 2023
Have you handed in your Faith Commitment? Even
though Commitment Sunday was November 20,
Commitments are still coming in and most welcome. With everyone’s help we can meet the goal
– we are almost there! Commitment Cards are located at the entrance to the sanctuary, or go online
to www.saintlukecommitment.us and complete one.
Thank you so much.

CARING MINISTRIES

Dedicate A New Kind of Poinsettia
Remember the new kind of Christmas Poinsettia? It
looks a lot like a gift card for food. Once again, instead of giving Poinsettias in remembrance or in honor of a loved one, Saint Luke is doing the same with
food cards.

Please consider giving a card, or cards, for food
and know all dedications will be printed in the Saint
Luke Christmas Eve and Day worship bulletins.
Deadline is Sunday, December 18.
To make a dedication and give a food card, please go
to sldedication.us .

Now more than ever, the ministry of distributing food
cards through the Saint Luke Food Pantry is needed.
The need is great. Each month Saint Luke gives approximately $15,000 to those clients referred by
agencies. Thank you for your generosity so that others may eat.

CHRISTIAN DAY SCHOOL

Thankfulness
The Christian Day School’s "Share our Blessings"
Food Drive was a great success. We collected
"turkey" donations, gift cards, not to mention cereal,
granola bars, fruit cups, body wash, shampoo, deodorant and lip balm for the Saint Luke Food Pantry!
(See photo.) Our hearts are full of gratitude for the
generosity of our CDS families to help support our
fellow Saint Luke program during Thanksgiving.
The students and staff have made the most of the
gifts from the mature trees on the grounds of Saint
Luke. So many beautiful leaves have filled the lawn,
we could not help but “take a swim” in the big piles
(See photo.) We are thankful for the gifts of the
earth and our school and church family. Happy
Thanksgiving to all!

Holiday Wreath Sale
Saint Luke Christian Day School continues the annual Christmas wreath sale in partnership with Lynch
Creek Farm. You may place an order online or over
the phone. There are a variety of options
from wreaths to centerpieces, tabletop trees and/or
garland. You may select the delivery window, and
add a personal gift note.

Visit

https://www.lynchcreekfundraising.com/
c/300051 to order or call 1-888-426-0781 to place

your order, remember to give our #300051!

15% of each purchase will go to the Saint Luke
Christian Day School Scholarship Fund. All orders
must be placed by December 11.
The Christian Day School thanks you for your support.

CARING MINISTRIES

Personal Care Kits, Quilts,
Blankets, Shawls
It was a grand day! November 20, Commitment
Sunday, we dedicated to the mission of Jesus Christ
so much made by the hands of faithful Saint Lukers.
What was made this year? Thanks to the Vacation
Bible School and all who came on God’s Work our
Hands, Sunday, Saint Luke made 1000 Personal
Care Kits to be sent to Lutheran World Relief.
Each kit included a towel, bars of soap, nail clippers, comb, and toothbrush. We thank our amazing
quilters who made 159 beautiful quilts. Imagine

the warmth and love that so many recipients will
know. These too will be sent to those in need around
the world through Lutheran World Relief.

Also, there were more than 100 lovely Baby Blankets made during the pandemic – incredible. These
will be sent to Global Health Ministries to eventually embrace newborns. In addition, so many made
Prayer Shawls. The Saint Luke Caring Ministries
department distributes these shawls to those going
through challenging times. A shawl over the shoulders tells of prayers with each stitch.
We say thank you, and thank you again, to all those
who give of their time, talents and faithfulness with
needle ministries!

16,000 Lights!!! December 7
It’s time to light the Christmas tree and the whole Saint
Luke campus. Mark your calendar for Wednesday
evening, December 7, 6:30 p.m. for the grand Saint
Luke lighting. Meet in the front courtyard and we will
flip the switch to light the tree and whole front of the
campus, from Dale Drive to the trees in the south parking lot past Highland Drive. Wow!

Let us witness the light of Jesus Christ to the community, and at the same time enjoy some warm refreshments,
a few carols and some fellowship. Let us hope for good
weather. See you then – bring friends and neighbors.

MUSIC MINISTRY

Festival of Nine Lessons and
Carols and Christmas Eve
On December 18th at 5 p.m., the Schola Cantorum
and Choristers will present a Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols. The Festival of Nine Lessons and
Carols was first held on Christmas Eve 1918. It was
planned by Eric Milner-White, who at the age of
thirty-four had just been appointed Dean of King’s
College after his experience as an army chaplain.
This convinced him that the Church of England
needed more imaginative worship. The service became popular ever since. Besides the seasonal music, different members of the church will read the
nine lessons. This year, the music will be a mix of
well-known and lesser-known carols.
This is the truth sent from above – English Traditional, arr. James Kirby
Jesus Christ the Apple Tree – Elizabeth Poston
I Wonder as I Wander – Appalachian Carol, arr.
Richard Shephard
What Sweeter Music – John Rutter
Riu Riu Chiu – Basque Carol, arr. Mateo Flecha
The Seven Joys of Mary – Traditional Carol, arr.
Richard Shephard
Gesu Bambino – Pietro Yon, arr. Mark
Schweizer
In the Bleak Mid-Winter – Gustav Holst, arr.
Mack Wilberg

Lully, Lulla, Lullay – Traditional Carol, Philip
Stopford
In the Beginning Was the Word – Carson Cooman
In addition to these carols sung by the choirs, the
congregation will be invited to sing on the following
hymns:
Once in Royal David’s City
Unto Us is Born a Son
God Rest You Merry, Gentlemen
O Come All Ye Faithful
Hark, the Herald Angels Sing
There will be a 20-minute prelude of seasonal music
played by our guest organist Grace Oh from Annapolis; so plan to come to the service early to enjoy her
playing. A reception will follow the service in the
Fireside Room.
SINGING FOR CRECHE SERVICE
Children K-2nd grade are invited to sing a carol at
one of the Christmas Eve Creche Services (4:00 &
5:30 p.m.). In order to get the song ready, we will
meet on Wednesday December 14 and 21 from 4:30
to 5:00 PM. If you would like your child participate,
please contact Dr. Truche at atruche@saintluke.us.
Please indicate which service(s) you are planning to
attend.

LATINX MINISTRY

Christmas Gifts for La Sagrada Children

lies in time for them to make purchases for Christmas.
This year we cannot accept any presents in kind, but
ask everyone to donate to the La Sagrada Children’s
Gift Card fund. Deadline for donations is Sunday,
December 11. We will offer special dedication prayCan you help? In past years Saint Luke members have ers that day for the funds received. Thank you so
purchased Christmas gifts for the children of La Sa- much.
grada Familia, and brought them to church on “Gift
Sunday.” This year, like last, we will be giving the
families gift cards to purchase the children’s
Christmas Gifts. If you can help, please go to
www.saintlukegive.us to donate. You will see a line
that says Children’s Christmas Gifts (La Sagrada).
You may also mail gifts to Saint Luke, but please note
on the check, Christmas La Sagrada. Pastor Morales
will coordinate the gift card distribution with the fami-

CHILDREN’S AND AFFIRMATION OF
BAPTISM MINISTRIES

So Thankful
The third, fourth, and fifth graders have been spending time learning about how the Bible was put together and learning where to find things in the Bible.
They also spent time in November with Pastor Miller
where she answered questions about herself, the
church, and the Bible. Then, on November 13, five
third graders were presented with Lutheran study Bibles by their parents as gifts from the congregation.
Congratulation to Elise, Ernest, Zeke, Eli, and Anna
on receiving your new Bibles.
Affirmation of Baptism Classes have been discussing
the following Old Testament topics: understanding
the Bible, the creation Story; Noah's Ark and the
Flood, Could it happen again?; watching the story of
Moses with the film, Prince of Egypt. Upcoming
topics will be worship notes, how to get the most
from them, and Pastor Miller doing some training for

cross bearer and other ways to participate in worship.
We will end the year with trivia about the Nativity
story and Christmas Carols. Did you know that the
gospels do not agree on a lot of the details of the
birth of Jesus; in fact, some don't even tell the story.
We will dive into this on Dec 18th. Parents encouraged to join class that day!
Food Pantry guests received gift cards as usual in
November, but guests also received a Thanksgiving
Bag that was put together by PreK-12th graders and
their families. Almost fifty people gathered in the
Great Hall to create 183 Thanksgiving Bags that included boxes of cereal, boxes of granola bars, fruit
cups, body wash or bars of soap, deodorant, lip balm,
and lotion. Additional items were also given to the
remaining guests. Thanks to the many people who
donated items, supported the project monetarily, set
up the Great Hall, created the Thanksgiving Bags,
and cleaned up the Great Hall afterward. What a
wonderful way to put our faith in action and share
our time, talents, and treasures with others in our
community through this project.

Third graders receive their Bibles, the third-fifth graders meet with Pastor Miller,
and the Thanksgiving Bag service project

CARING MINISTRIES

Over 100 Baby Blankets Knit!
Yes, Margaret Neily was busy during (and after) the
pandemic. She managed to knit 100 baby blankets to
send to Global Health Ministries (GHM) in Minneapolis. GHM is a Lutheran organization that sends medical supplies to Lutheran missions and missionaries
around the globe. It is headed by Pastor Doug Cox, a
former Saint Luke member. Thank you, Margaret. By
the way, she needs more yarn donations. If you have
some extra, please contact rmanchester@saintluke.us
and we’ll get the donation from you.

TWO SPECIAL
DECEMBER FORUMS
MULTI MEDIA PRESENTATIONS
10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary
Sunday, December 4
Ukraine: Response of the Global Church
Dr. Paul Wee, Human Rights Advocate
Sunday, December 18
The Hope of Christmas through Art
Ruth Manchester, Art Historian

Saint Luke Lutheran Church
9100 Colesville Road
Silver Spring, MD 20910-1694

The Word
Sunday December 4
Second Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 11:1-10
Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19
Romans 15:4-13
Matthew 3:1-12
Sunday December 11
Third Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 35:1-10
Psalm 146:5-10
James 5:7-10
Matthew 11:2-11
Sunday December 18
Fourth Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 7:10-16
Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19
Romans 1:1-7
Matthew 1:18-25

Saturday December 24
Nativity of Our Lord
Christmas Eve
Isaiah 9:2-7
Psalm 96
Titus 2:11-14
Luke 2:1-14 (15-20)
Sunday December 25
Nativity of Our Lord
Christmas Day
Isaiah 52:7-10
Psalm 98
Hebrews 1:1-4 (5-12)
John 1:1-14
Saturday December 31
New Year’s Eve
Ecclesiastes 3:1-13
Psalm 8
Revelation 21:1-6a
Matthew 25:31-46

Sunday January 1, 2023
Name of Jesus
Numbers 6:22-27
Psalm 8
Galatians 4:4-7 or
Philippians 2:5-11
Luke 2:15-21

