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Sharing
s Holy Week unfolds, the 
story of  betrayal, pain, and 
suffering continues to un-

fold and we, in faith, look at our own 
brokenness, and the brokeness of  our 
world, and we are caught up in the 
sorrow of  now. But, something won-
drous is coming.
 In the life of  worship we recall 
and reenact the story of  Holy Week, 
waiting and confident, knowing by 
faith that God’s love cannot be bur-
ied. Hymn 379, which I recommend 
for a Holy Week devotion, captures 

the story. “In the grave they laid him, 
love by hatred slain: thinking that he 
would never wake again, laid in the 
earth like grain that sleeps unseen 
love is come again like wheat arising 
green.” Something wondrous is coming.
 And something truly wondrous 
is about to unfold at our Easter Vig-
il. We will have five baptisms, two 
confirmations, and the reception of  
new members at this service where 
Holy Week moves from darkness to 
light, from bondage to freedom, from 
death to life. We, as a community, 

will celebrate with 
those making com-
mitments of  faith. 
We will commit 
ourselves to be their 
community. This glorious celebra-
tion of  faith is the first service of  the 
Resurrection of  our Lord. Come and 
see. Come and offer your welcome 
to those joining the Saint Luke com-
munity. Come and celebrate.
 Something wondrous is coming!

+ Acting Senior Pastor, Elizabeth Platz

The Word
Sunday, April 5
Resurrection of   
Our Lord
Acts 10:34-43
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24
1 Corinthians 15:1-11
Mark 16:1-8

Sunday, April 12
Second Sunday of  Easter  
Acts 4:32-35
Psalm 133
1 John 1:1—2:2
John 20:19-31

Sunday, April 19
Third Sunday of  Easter
Acts 3:12-19
Psalm 4
1 John 3:1-7
Luke 24:36b-48

Sunday, April 26
Fourth Sunday of  Easter
Acts 4:5-12
Psalm 23
1 John 3:16-24
John 1:11-18

Something wondrous is happening

A

Yard Sale 2015: A new look for the Youth Gathering

 

Sharing
Saint Luke Lutheran Church 
9100 Colesville Road
Silver Spring, MD 20910-1694

n Saturday, May 16, the Saint 
Luke Yard Sale will connect many 
community members in the shared 
goal of  raising money for the 

ELCA Youth Gathering trip to Detroit in 
July. Many different vendors will have the 
opportunity to rent a space. The Yard Sale 
will consist of  different booths, each selling 
their own goods, with a large booth spon-
sored by Youth Gathering families. We will 
also be selling refurbished bicycles.  As al-
ways, if  you are a shopper, we will have lots 
of  treasures for you to inspect and food to 
munch on while you shop!
 While you are spring cleaning, please 
consider renting a space to sell your goods. 

Everyone wins: you have a cleaner house 
and perhaps a few more dollars in your 
pocket, the community has access to recy-
cled and upcycled household items at fair 
prices, and most importantly, our youth 
benefit from your support for their trip to 
Detroit to represent our congregation this 
summer.  Donations of  items will be ac-
cepted in the early morning hours on Yard 
Sale day.
 Vendor/rental and donation informa-
tion will be available April 1. Please di-
rect questions to Liz Garifo at lgarifo@ 
saintluke.us or Beth Newman at  
banewman@saintluke.us.

O

Holy Week and 
Easter Schedule

SUNDAY OF THE PASSION/PALM SUNDAY
March 29

9:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.
Procession of Palms

MONDAY, TUESDAY, AND WEDNESDAY  
IN HOLY WEEK

March 30, 31, and April 1
 12:00 noon — Reading and Prayer

TRIDUUM (The Three Days) 
MAUNDY THURSDAY

April 2
12:00 noon — Holy Communion

7:00 p.m. — Holy Communion/Stripping of the Altar

GOOD FRIDAY
April 3

12:00 noon to 3:00 p.m.  — Three Hour Devotions
7:00 p.m. — The Tenebrae “Service of Shadows”

HOLY SATURDAY
April 4

7:00 p.m. — Easter Vigil
Baptisms, Affirmation of Baptism, and Confirmation

EASTER SUNDAY
April 5

8:00, 9:00, 10:00, 11:00 a.m.  
Festival Services of Holy Communion

Lenten Concert this Sunday
ur Oratorio Choir and orchestra will present their 
annual Lenten Concert on Sunday, March 29, at 
5:00 p.m. in the Nave. The featured work is Franz 

Joseph Haydn’s Solemn Mass (Heiligmesse). The choir will 
also sing Hymns from the Old South by Virgil Thomson.
 Haydn composed the Heiligmesse in 1796 and gave it a 
title that featured a saint’s name: Missa Sancti Bernardi von 
Offida. Bernard of  Offida was a seventeenth-century Capu-
chin monk who had been beatified by Pope Pius VI in 1795. 
Haydn’s mass was a tribute to him and also to a gracious 
patron, Princess Marie Esterházy.
 There is no admission for this concert, but a free-will of-
fering will be received to benefit the Progressive Life Center 
in Landover, MD, a non-profit organization serving youth 
and families in the area. The center provides many services, 
including therapeutic foster care and family preservation. 
Be sure to make this concert part of  your Lenten journey 
this year. See you at the concert!

O

FROM PASTOR ANDERSON
To my Saint Luke family,
 Thank you for your prayers and greetings following 
my stroke resulting in a week of  hospitalization and three 
weeks at Arbor Ridge Rehabilitations Center. I am at home 
now continuing to recover slowly but surely. Your thought-
fulness has given me much encouragement, which I sincere-
ly appreciate. 
In Christ’s name, 
Pastor Dean Anderson

Save the date
Women of Saint Luke — WELCA is planning a 
weekend retreat at Hallowood. The focus of 
the programs and activities is healthy living. 
Our bodies are a gift from God. How do we 
care for this gift? Details will be available soon. 
In the meantime, reserve the weekend of June 
12-14 so that you can join us!

Choir Camp 
2015

Mark your  
calendars!

July 27–31
Hymns: The Faith We Sing





MUSIC MINISTRY The Youth Gathering needs you
 Imagine you are a young woman living in a remote 
village in Africa, or on a mountainside in Peru. You are 
expecting your first child in an area where there is no 
shopping center with a Target or “Babies R Us.” She may 
be living in an area that has no running water or electric-
ity, and prenatal care is something quite foreign to her.
 Lutheran World Relief  is working to help these moth-
ers in poor rural areas give their babies a healthy start in 
life. LWR representatives are training local prenatal health 
care workers and they are distributing needed baby items 
that Lutheran Churches around the world provide.
 Saint Luke’s WELCA (Women of  the ELCA) will be-
gin its annual layette collection on the Sunday after Easter, 
April 12, and continue through Sunday, May 10 (Moth-
er’s Day). Needed items include cotton t-shirts, gowns or 
sleepers (without feet), receiving blankets, hooded jackets 
or sweatshirts (or knitted baby sweaters and caps), socks, 
bath-size bars of  soap, and hand towels in dark colors.
  • Please give new or gently-used items (no stains or tears);
  •  Please do not donate items with religious symbols or  

messages;
  •  Please do not donate any items decorated with a U.S. 

flag, patriotic or military symbols, or references to the 
armed forces, including camouflage.

 Members of  the congregation are encouraged to 
check the playpen in the Fireside Room and choose a pa-
per rattle or two, indicating the items needed to assemble 
a baby care kit for babies from 6 to 24 months. Bring 
your donations back to the church and place it in the play-
pen. Thanks so much for your support of  this program. A 
Baby Care Kit from Lutheran World Relief  tells mother 
and baby that their needs will not be neglected by this 
world.

Jenna Warfield and Krista  
Middlebrooks joined Dr.  
Pannebaker for this year’s 
Organ Plus Concert on March 
15 in a program of music for  
organ and flute. An offering 
was received to benefit  
Lutheran Disaster Response.

 “How do I look?” asked 
one of  the guests of  one of  the 
volunteers from our Sunday 
afternoon Hospitality Drop-In 
program. “Very snappy,” was 
the reply. The guest had 
tried on one of  the suits do-
nated recently to the hos-
pitality program. He was 
happily wearing the one 
he found that fit just right. 
“I will wear it to the job 
interview I’m having next 
week,” he said.
 Yes, stories like this warm the hearts of  the 
volunteers and keep them coming back, year af-
ter year. It is Saint Luke’s eleventh year welcom-
ing the homeless and those who need a place to 
drop in, obtain a warm meal, socks, and cloth-
ing—and that all-important bus token to take 
them to the next place they want to be. Our av-
erage attendance this year was between 60 and 
70. Some years have been higher. But we’d like 
to see no one being homeless.
 There are so many who have participated in 
this ministry—Saint Luke members and friends, 
members from area churches like La Sagrada 
and Christ Congregational, soccer teams, and 
scouts. Yes, it “takes a village.” This year, we 
hired a person to help coordinate the opera-
tion, Kate Fairhurst. Thanks to Dilcia Llitera 
who prepared the soup and other goodies; Greg 
Sanders, our scheduler; Mary Kirk, our food 
shopper; and the Woehrs for the clothing minis-
try. It is difficult to single out a few folks, when 
so many have been so faithful in the ministry. 
We have 100 people on our e-mail list who help, 
and we couldn’t run the program without each 
and every one of  them. The youth are always 
enthusiastic participants, and they earn “service 
learning hours” required for their high school 
graduation. Thanks to congregation members 
who brought socks, toiletries, and clothing. The 
guests always look to see “what’s new!” Lastly, 
thanks to Panera for the bread donations and to 
Jeff  and and Jill Martinez for picking it up and 
delivering it to Saint Luke.
 It really does take a village to welcome the 
stranger. Christ said, “Where two or three are 
gathered together, I am there in the midst.” 
(Matt. 18:20).

CARING 
MINISTRIES

Sunday Hospitality 
Drop-In—A Storyhy support the 

Youth Gathering? 
Maybe some think 

that the Youth Gathering 
is just a big field trip or vacation for 
our youth. While there is no deny-
ing that there are some fun aspects 
to the trip, and the fact that many 
of  the youth are happy to be to-
gether, there is so much more to the 
Gathering. In an increasingly secu-
lar world, youth get to spend five 
days in a God-centered activity. We 
start and end each day in worship 
or reflection, either in small groups 
or with the Gathering group of  
over 30,000. It is important for our 
youth, many of  whom may be one 
of  the few of  their friends who are 
“churched” to see other Lutheran 
youth, and understand what they 
are a part of. It is also a time to 
worship freely and enthusiastically. 
Where else but Youth Gathering 
does God get a standing ovation?
 Saint Luke has a history of  
sending young people off  to do 
God’s work. Youth have become 
missionaries, gone into ministry, 
joined the Peace Corps, and nu-
merous others serve their brothers 
and sisters by working for non-prof-
its to help make the world a better 
place. The Youth Gathering intro-
duces our young people to engag-
ing and inspiring speakers. They 
are involved with helping others, in 
any number of  ways, inspiring our 
youth to do what they can to make 
this world a better place. Did you 
know that the Rev. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. spoke at a Luther League 
Gathering? My sons had the great 
privilege to hear Bishop Desmond 
Tutu speak. 2011 Nobel Peace 
Prize winner Leymah Gbowee 
spoke at the last Gathering, along 
with Shane Claiborne and Pastor 
Nadia Bolz-Weber. Let’s not forget 
that Bishop Hanson always made 
an appearance at the Gathering, re-
inforcing to the youth that they are 

important. Bishop 
Eaton will join 
us this summer 
as well, and the 
Bishop presides over the final wor-
ship service on Sunday morning. 
What a better way for the youth to 
feel that they are important in the 
church.
 The last two Youth Gatherings 
were held in New Orleans, so ser-
vice was a big part of  the Gather-
ing. Last time, our group learned 
about deconstructing a house, and 
the benefits compared to tearing it 
down. Working in that house in the 
New Orleans heat in July was not 
fun, but our youth came away with 
a feeling of  accomplishment. On 
our own, we did a service project 
with the Lake Pontchartrain Basin 
Foundation and took a bus tour of  
some of  the previously flooded ar-
eas of  New Orleans, which brought 
to life many of  the stories we had 
seen on TV. 
 Detroit brings us to a new set 
of  challenges, and we will not 
know what our service project will 
be until we are on our way there. 
We may be clearing empty lots, 
helping at a food kitchen to make 
lunches, or helping recycle old tires 
into useable goods. No matter what 
the project is, the youth will be liv-
ing our motto: “God’s Work, Our 
Hands.” We will also be contribut-
ing to the Detroit economy with 
our hotel stays and visits to res-
taurants and small businesses. The 
ELCA is one of  the largest groups 
traveling to Detroit this year, and 
although the people of  Detroit are 
skeptical that people will really 
come, we have quite a surprise in 
store for them! We come sharing 
God’s love, ready to work. 
 For more information on the 
ELCA Youth Gathering 2015, 
check out the website www.elca.
org/youth gathering.

Vacation Bible School (VBS) 
will be held June 22-26 from 
9:00 am-12:15 pm, for children who turned 
4 by September 1, 2014 through current 
5th graders. The theme this year is Ever-
est: Conquering Challenges with God’s 
Mighty Power! Registration for VBS is 
open to Saint Luke members and the chil-
dren of  VBS volunteers. Registration for 
non-members opens April 13. Teen volun-
teers are also needed to assist the children 
to and from and during the activities. To 
register children or teen volunteers, go to 
www.saintluke.us and click on the VBS link 
on the lower left side of  the page. Any ques-
tions regarding VBS should be directed to 
Melissa Groen at mgroen@saintluke.us.

Welcome to the 
Lord’s Table

We welcomed 
Carly Allen- 
Myers to the 
Lord’s table on 
March 8 for her 

First Holy Communion. She 
attended a Holy Commu-
nion Workshop on March 
1. In addition to learning 
about Holy Communion, 
she also helped bake the 
communion bread used dur-
ing worship on March 8.  

W

What happens if  you host a chili 
cook-off  and only two people bring 
chili? That was the question at Saint 
Luke’s annual Chili Cook-Off  on 
February 28. First, you order out 
some fried chicken; 
secondly, both families 
win a prize apron!
 Don’t misunder-
stand; people brought 
plenty of  dishes to 
share, but everyone thought there would be too 
much chili and that they should bring something 
else to the potluck! In the end, we all laughed, 
ate chili, chicken, lots of  dessert, and enjoyed 
fellowship time together.

Donate items for Baby Care Kits

Vacation Bible 
School 

Chili Cook-Off

Our Confirmation, Martin Luther, and Genesis 
Bell Choirs took a leadership role in this year’s 
Choristers Guild Youth Choir Festival on March 
8 at The Lutheran Church of St. Andrew in Silver 
Spring. The guest director was Mark Patterson.

William Payn led our annual 
Music in the Parish Workshop 
on March 7 which featured 
sessions for choir singers and 
handbell ringers.

Perry Beamer sang in the Middle School 
Honors Choir at the American Choral  
Directors Association Conference in Salt 
Lake City in February, representing Saint 
Luke. Here the choir is pictured before their 
concert at the Mormon Tabernacle.

The Reformation Bell Choir  
participated in the Bronze  
Division at the Handbell Musicians 
of America Area III Adult Festival in 
Ocean City on March 13-14 under 
the leadership of Bill Alexander.

http://www.saintluke.us
mailto:mgroen@saintluke.us
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Psalm 4
1 John 3:1-7
Luke 24:36b-48

Sunday, April 26
Fourth Sunday of  Easter
Acts 4:5-12
Psalm 23
1 John 3:16-24
John 1:11-18

Something wondrous is happening

A

Yard Sale 2015: A new look for the Youth Gathering

 

Sharing
Saint Luke Lutheran Church 
9100 Colesville Road
Silver Spring, MD 20910-1694

n Saturday, May 16, the Saint 
Luke Yard Sale will connect many 
community members in the shared 
goal of  raising money for the 

ELCA Youth Gathering trip to Detroit in 
July. Many different vendors will have the 
opportunity to rent a space. The Yard Sale 
will consist of  different booths, each selling 
their own goods, with a large booth spon-
sored by Youth Gathering families. We will 
also be selling refurbished bicycles.  As al-
ways, if  you are a shopper, we will have lots 
of  treasures for you to inspect and food to 
munch on while you shop!
 While you are spring cleaning, please 
consider renting a space to sell your goods. 

Everyone wins: you have a cleaner house 
and perhaps a few more dollars in your 
pocket, the community has access to recy-
cled and upcycled household items at fair 
prices, and most importantly, our youth 
benefit from your support for their trip to 
Detroit to represent our congregation this 
summer.  Donations of  items will be ac-
cepted in the early morning hours on Yard 
Sale day.
 Vendor/rental and donation informa-
tion will be available April 1. Please di-
rect questions to Liz Garifo at lgarifo@ 
saintluke.us or Beth Newman at  
banewman@saintluke.us.

O

Holy Week and 
Easter Schedule

SUNDAY OF THE PASSION/PALM SUNDAY
March 29

9:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.
Procession of Palms

MONDAY, TUESDAY, AND WEDNESDAY  
IN HOLY WEEK

March 30, 31, and April 1
 12:00 noon — Reading and Prayer

TRIDUUM (The Three Days) 
MAUNDY THURSDAY

April 2
12:00 noon — Holy Communion

7:00 p.m. — Holy Communion/Stripping of the Altar

GOOD FRIDAY
April 3

12:00 noon to 3:00 p.m.  — Three Hour Devotions
7:00 p.m. — The Tenebrae “Service of Shadows”

HOLY SATURDAY
April 4

7:00 p.m. — Easter Vigil
Baptisms, Affirmation of Baptism, and Confirmation

EASTER SUNDAY
April 5

8:00, 9:00, 10:00, 11:00 a.m.  
Festival Services of Holy Communion

Lenten Concert this Sunday
ur Oratorio Choir and orchestra will present their 
annual Lenten Concert on Sunday, March 29, at 
5:00 p.m. in the Nave. The featured work is Franz 

Joseph Haydn’s Solemn Mass (Heiligmesse). The choir will 
also sing Hymns from the Old South by Virgil Thomson.
 Haydn composed the Heiligmesse in 1796 and gave it a 
title that featured a saint’s name: Missa Sancti Bernardi von 
Offida. Bernard of  Offida was a seventeenth-century Capu-
chin monk who had been beatified by Pope Pius VI in 1795. 
Haydn’s mass was a tribute to him and also to a gracious 
patron, Princess Marie Esterházy.
 There is no admission for this concert, but a free-will of-
fering will be received to benefit the Progressive Life Center 
in Landover, MD, a non-profit organization serving youth 
and families in the area. The center provides many services, 
including therapeutic foster care and family preservation. 
Be sure to make this concert part of  your Lenten journey 
this year. See you at the concert!

O

FROM PASTOR ANDERSON
To my Saint Luke family,
 Thank you for your prayers and greetings following 
my stroke resulting in a week of  hospitalization and three 
weeks at Arbor Ridge Rehabilitations Center. I am at home 
now continuing to recover slowly but surely. Your thought-
fulness has given me much encouragement, which I sincere-
ly appreciate. 
In Christ’s name, 
Pastor Dean Anderson

Save the date
Women of Saint Luke — WELCA is planning a 
weekend retreat at Hallowood. The focus of 
the programs and activities is healthy living. 
Our bodies are a gift from God. How do we 
care for this gift? Details will be available soon. 
In the meantime, reserve the weekend of June 
12-14 so that you can join us!

Choir Camp 
2015

Mark your  
calendars!

July 27–31
Hymns: The Faith We Sing
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