
WEDNESDAY NIGHT ALIVE
6:30 p.m. — Simple Supper  

Soup, sandwiches, and good company! 
Child-friendly menu available

7:00–7:30 p.m. — Lenten Devotions
For this quiet time apart we’ll use music, 

prayer, and Holy Communion in a  
Taizé style to help us explore what it  

means to lead the baptized life. 

Please join us for this half hour of reflection. 
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race to you and peace from our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
The first six weeks of  being 

Acting Senior Pastor have been filled 
with lots of  details, unexpected hap-
penings (snow, for example) and ac-
tive people excited to do God’s work. 
What stands out most is your gracious 
support. Smiles, response to requests, 
and words of  encouragement have all 
been in abundant supply. Thank you. 
They have been gifts and blessings.
 We are now well into the Lenten 
season, a time to explore living a bap-
tismal life. One of  the elements of  that 
life is our response, our offering to 
God, as we recall and relive the great 
love of  God made so clear in the story 
from creation to crucifixion. On learn-
ing even more of  the nature of  the 
God who loves us we are called to look 
at ourselves and to ask how the gra-
ciousness of  God changes us—or does 

it? One way we are trying to explore 
this is with an emphasis on what we 
offer God as a response to God’s grace. 
Leaders of  the congregation took the 
question of  offering seriously and of-
fered prayers for a Lenten devotional. 
I hope you have your copy.
 To help visualize ways of  offering, 
each week of  Lent and beginning two 
weeks before, we are bringing min-
istries to God as part of  the offering 
in our worship. The youth and their 
ministries have led the way with their 
collections for the food pantry and the 
ELCA World Hunger program as well 
as their program of  handmade Val-
entines for the shut-ins. There will be 
more such offerings each week from 
the many ministries of  Saint Luke. 
In the pews there are Lenten offering 
slips with statements written by those 
attending Wednesday Night Alive. 
The slips are designed to be in addition 

to your tithe offering. 
This is an example 
of  the statements “I 
offer my compassion 
for those I can help at 
work.” Look for the slips in the pew 
rack and feel free to write your own.
 The joy of  the baptismal life is a 
continual discovery of  God’s love for 
us and God’s trust that we will be 
“Christ to our neighbor”—being free 
to move beyond self  to see the world 
God loves and to offer ourselves to be 
God’s Hands for God’s Work.
 “Merciful Father, we offer with joy 
and thanksgiving what you have first 
given us—our selves, our time, and 
our possessions, signs of  your gracious 
love. Receive them for the sake of  
him who offered himself  for us, Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen.”

+ Acting Senior Pastor, Elizabeth Platz

The Word
Sunday, March 8
Third Sunday in Lent
Exodus 20:1-17
Psalm 19
1 Corinthians 1:18-25
John 2:13-22

Sunday, March 15
Fourth Sunday in Lent  
Numbers 21:4-9
Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22
Ephesians 2:1-10
John 3:14-21

Sunday, March 22
Fifth Sunday in Lent
Jeremiah 31:31-34
Psalm 51:1-12
Hebrews 3:5-10
John 12:20-33

Sunday, March 29
Sunday of  the Passion/
Palm Sunday
Isaiah 50:4-9a
Psalm 31:9-16
Philippians 2:5-11
Mark 14:1—15:57

Lenten reflections all around us
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NEW MEMBERS
Peter and Kathryn 
   Fotheringham
Linda Sorrell

DEATH 
Rodney Hader— 
  Jan. 28
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Lenten Concert
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Alan Constantian, Eric Burris, Jill Larson, 
Sharon Porter, Bryan Smith.

Stephen Ministry Commissioning
   Saint Luke members 
Alan Constantian, Jill 
Larson, and Sharon 

Porter were commissioned on Sunday, 
March 1 as new Stephen Ministers. 
This year’s class (our eighth) also con-
sisted of  Eric Burris and Bryan Smith, 
members of  neighboring United Meth-
odist congregations.
 Since the beginning of  Saint Luke's 
Stephen Ministry program, sixty-three 
members have completed the initial 
fifty hours of  training. Fourteen con-
tinued for intensive leadership training. 
Why does Saint Luke believe so firmly 
in this confidential, one-on-one caring 
ministry? It extends the caring minis-
try beyond what our Pastor(s) and staff  
can give. Although Stephen Ministers 
maintain confidentiality in their car-
ing relationships, many care receivers 
choose to tell of  their experience be-
cause they have found their Stephen 
Minister to be such a caring companion 
on their faith journey. We all have times 

when we walk through a dark valley—
be it illness, grief, loss of  job, or other 
stressful situations—and having some-
one to accompany us along the path 
out of  the valley can be so beneficial. 
We welcome our new Stephen Minis-
ters and thank those Stephen Ministers 
and leaders who are already serving 
(see list inside of  this issue of  Sharing).
 The logo of  Stephen tells a story—
the story of  a care receiver’s journey 
from brokenness toward wholeness 
through the cross of  Jesus. Stephen 
Ministry was founded in 1975 in St. 
Louis by a Lutheran pastor. Currently, 
approximately 12,000 congregations 
representing 160 Christian denomina-
tions, are enrolled in the program.
 If  you or someone you know might 
benefit from having a Stephen Minister, 
please contact Pastors Platz, Nuss or 
Ruth Manchester, Parish Nurse.

—Ann Nuss, Stephen Leader

ur Oratorio Choir and orchestra 
will present their annual Lenten 
Concert on Sunday, March 29, at 

5:00 p.m. in the Nave. The featured work is 
Franz Joseph Haydn’s Solemn Mass (Heilig-
messe). The choir will also sing Hymns from 
the Old South by Virgil Thomson.
 Haydn composed the Heiligmesse in 
1796 and gave it a title that featured a saint’s 
name: Missa Sancti Bernardi von Offida. Ber-
nard of  Ofida was a seventeenth century 
Capuchin monk who had been beatified by 

Pope Pius VI in 1795. Haydn’s mass was a 
tribute to him and also a gracious patron, 
Princess Marie Esterházy.
 There is no admission for this concert, 
but a free-will offering will be received to 
benefit the Progressive Life Center in Land-
over, MD, a non-profit organization serving 
youth and families in the area. The center 
provides many services, including thera-
peutic foster care and family preservation. 
Be sure to make this concert part of  your 
Lenten journey this year. See you there!

his year’s Organ Plus concert will be held on Sunday, 
March 15, at 5:00 p.m. in the Nave and will feature 
chamber music for organ and instruments. Everyone 

is invited to attend! A free-will offering will be received for 
Lutheran Disaster Response (LDR). Three of  our members 
have been working with LDR in Pennsylvania and New 
Jersey, repairing homes that were damaged by super storm 
Sandy. Come and enjoy an afternoon of  great music!

Organ Plus Concert to benefit  
Lutheran Disaster Response
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aturday, March 7, is the date for 
our annual Music in the Parish 
Workshop. This year we will 

welcome William Payn as our guest 
clinician. Until his retirement last year, 
Dr. Payn served on the faculty of  Buck-
nell University in Lewisburg, PA, for over thirty years. He is 
known nationally and internationally for his work with sing-
ing choirs and handbell choirs. His expertise in the handbell 
field prompted us to schedule one of  his workshop sessions 
on that topic. We are looking forward to his visit!
 The workshop begins at 9:00 a.m. and will conclude by 
4:00 p.m. In addition to a music reading session and a hand-
bell session, Dr. Payn will lead topics on choral warm-ups 
and choral “presence.” For the handbell session, our Refor-
mation Bell Choir will serve as a demonstration choir.
  The Music in the Parish Workshop is part of  Saint 
Luke’s commitment to enriching the music and worship life 
of  churches in the metropolitan area.  Saint Luke members 
may attend the workshop at no charge; however, advance 
registration is required.  Please secure a registration form 
from Music Ministry or the “Happenings” kiosk.

S
Music in the  
Parish Workshop  Once again this year, Saint Luke 

Youth and Family Ministry sponsored 
a Mardi Gras Pancake Dinner to help 
raise money for youth travelling to the 
ELCA Youth Gathering. The Great 
Hall looked festive with balloons and 
purple, gold and green tablecloths plus 
beads everywhere. Pancakes were pre-
pared by the high school youth and 
served with bacon, sausage, fruit, and 

king cake. There was also a table set up 
for making Mardi Gras masks with lots 
of  jewels and feathers! No Mardi Gras 
event is complete without a parade, and 
ours was colorful and festive. The youth 
attending used balloons, streamers, and 
decorations to decorate carts, wagons, 

and themselves to parade through the 
Great Hall and throw candy out to the 
crowd. We may have been geographi-
cally far from New Orleans, but the 
spirit was here.

 Thank you to everyone who do-
nated to the Souper Bowl of  Caring! 
Our High School youth stood outside 
the doors of  the Nave on February 1, 
holding soup pots representing the Se-
attle Seahawks and the New England 
Patriots. We raised $2002.51 which 
was divided between the Saint Luke 
Food Pantry and the ELCA World 
Hunger Appeal. The Seattle Seahawks 
collected the most money in their soup 
pots, but once again, we all win when 
we tackle hunger.
  

 

 
 The high school youth held a suc-
cessful blanket drive during the months 
of  January and February, collecting 
gently used blankets from the members 

of  Saint Luke. Well over 50 blankets 
were collected, which were then donat-
ed to A Wider Circle, a local non-profit 
dedicated to helping people climb out 
of  poverty with dignity. Saint Luke will 
also be working with A Wider Circle on 
Saturday, March 21, for a congrega-
tion-wide activity.

 Saint Luke families with young 
children showed Valentines love 

by getting together on Saturday, Febru-
ary 7, to make Valentine’s Day cards 
for the homebound of  Saint Luke. Us-
ing foam stickers, markers, stampers, 
and love, parents and youth made lots 
of  cards to send out. Supplies were out 
in the Fireside Room the next day for 
congregation members to help make 
more cards. Once we sent a card out 
to everyone on Mrs. Manchester’s list, 
extras were brought to The Village at 
Rockville to be distributed. 

Choristers Guild Youth Choir Festival

YOUTH & FAMILY MINISTRY NEWS

❤

 On February 1, the Sunday School 
children (3 years old–5th grade) met 
in the Great Hall for a Sunday School 
Gathering with the theme of  Hunger 
Awareness. The children learned how 
Jesus calls us to care for others (Mat-
thew 25:34-45). The children were giv-
en “piggy banks” from ELCA World 
Hunger in December which they filled 
with spare change and brought to the 
Gathering. The children donated over 
$500 to help fight hunger throughout 
the world. The Sunday School families 
also brought in much food for the Saint 
Luke Food Pantry and stocked the 
shelves for the many people that Saint 
Luke assists with food bags each week.

Choir Camp 
2015

Mark your  
calendars now!

Our Confirmation and Martin Luther Choirs will partici-
pate in a Choristers Guild Youth Choir Festival on Sunday, 
March 8, at the Lutheran Church of  St. Andrew on New 
Hampshire Avenue. Our guest clinician will be Mark Pat-
terson, acclaimed composer and Director of  Music at Salis-
bury Presbyterian Church in Midlothian, VA. Rehearsals 
will begin in the afternoon, and the closing Festival Worship 

Our Reformation Bell Choir will participate in this year’s 
Adult Bell Festival on Friday and Saturday, March 13 and 
14, in Ocean City, MD. The guest clinician is Bill Alexander. 
We are grateful for the opportunity to participate, and we 
thank Edie Venit for preparing the choir so well. Our choir 
was chosen for the “Bronze” division, so they will perform 
one additional selection at the festival.

Adult Handbell Festival

Our Schola Cantorum visited New York City on February 21 
and 22, and sang with the choir of Saint Peter’s Lutheran 
Church in Manhattan on Sunday, February 22.

Service will be at 7:00 
p.m. Everyone is in-
vited to attend the 
Festival Service! We 
are grateful for the par-
ticipation of  our Con-
firmation and Martin 
Luther Choirs in this 
wonderful event.

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS

Mark your calendars now  
for Vacation Bible School 2015. The 
theme is “Everest: Conquering Challeng-
es with God’s Mighty Power.” VBS will 
be held June 22-26 from 9:00 a.m.–12:15 
p.m. Adult and teen volunteers are need-
ed to shepherd the children between the 
different activity stations. If  you are able 
to help with this great ministry, contact 
Melissa Groen at mgroen@saintluke.us. 
Please lift up the VBS ministry in your 
prayers. Prayers are most appreciated for 
the planning process and for leaders to 
come forward to give of  their time so the 
young children at Saint Luke and in our 
community can learn more about God. 

Vacation Bible 
School 

Ahlberg, Jane
Bassford, Arlene
Pastor John  
   Bengston*
Breslin, Bill  
Brown, Susanne
Bryant, Glenn
Burns, Lorna*
Coulson, Bill*
Crowder, Lanora
Darnell, Carol
DeMattia, Donna
England, Marty+
Evans, Karen
Frandsen, Edna+
Gunton, Jean
Hauck, Beth
Hauck, Ken

Hill, Vivian
Holland, Bob
Holst, Becky*
Jordan, Bette+
Jox, Jan
Kirk, Elisabeth 
Krohl, Mildred+
Kurr, Lisa
Lastova, John*
Lastova, Jan*
Laundy, Marcia
Lefkowitz, Lee
Lewis, Linda
McKay, Scott
Manchester, Ruth*
Manning, Anita
Marts, Rick
Marts, Sandy

Pastor Connie A. 
    Miller*
Miller, Michael
Mills, Karen
Moorman, Abigail
Moser, Doris
Nelson, Kathy
Nichols, Dan
Pastor Gary 
Nuss*
Nuss, Ann*
Pasquini, Judie
Price, Roseanne
Redington, Mary
Rehman, Bob
Rhyne, Rosemarie
Pastor Wally 
    Rosheim*

Rosenquist, Glenn
Rosenquist, Pat
Scarfe, Linda
Sigler, Robbie
Sprick, Carin*
Stein, Bertha+
Sten, Mai-Britt
Sturtz, Karen
Sweitzer, Karen*
Tremaine,  
    Elizabeth
VanBuskirk,  
    Debbie
Webb, Ashlie
Wetzlar, Ed

Stephen Ministers Commissioned at Saint Luke since 1998  
 (63)            +Deceased  *Trained Leaders
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race to you and peace from our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
The first six weeks of  being 

Acting Senior Pastor have been filled 
with lots of  details, unexpected hap-
penings (snow, for example) and ac-
tive people excited to do God’s work. 
What stands out most is your gracious 
support. Smiles, response to requests, 
and words of  encouragement have all 
been in abundant supply. Thank you. 
They have been gifts and blessings.
 We are now well into the Lenten 
season, a time to explore living a bap-
tismal life. One of  the elements of  that 
life is our response, our offering to 
God, as we recall and relive the great 
love of  God made so clear in the story 
from creation to crucifixion. On learn-
ing even more of  the nature of  the 
God who loves us we are called to look 
at ourselves and to ask how the gra-
ciousness of  God changes us—or does 

it? One way we are trying to explore 
this is with an emphasis on what we 
offer God as a response to God’s grace. 
Leaders of  the congregation took the 
question of  offering seriously and of-
fered prayers for a Lenten devotional. 
I hope you have your copy.
 To help visualize ways of  offering, 
each week of  Lent and beginning two 
weeks before, we are bringing min-
istries to God as part of  the offering 
in our worship. The youth and their 
ministries have led the way with their 
collections for the food pantry and the 
ELCA World Hunger program as well 
as their program of  handmade Val-
entines for the shut-ins. There will be 
more such offerings each week from 
the many ministries of  Saint Luke. 
In the pews there are Lenten offering 
slips with statements written by those 
attending Wednesday Night Alive. 
The slips are designed to be in addition 

to your tithe offering. 
This is an example 
of  the statements “I 
offer my compassion 
for those I can help at 
work.” Look for the slips in the pew 
rack and feel free to write your own.
 The joy of  the baptismal life is a 
continual discovery of  God’s love for 
us and God’s trust that we will be 
“Christ to our neighbor”—being free 
to move beyond self  to see the world 
God loves and to offer ourselves to be 
God’s Hands for God’s Work.
 “Merciful Father, we offer with joy 
and thanksgiving what you have first 
given us—our selves, our time, and 
our possessions, signs of  your gracious 
love. Receive them for the sake of  
him who offered himself  for us, Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen.”

+ Acting Senior Pastor, Elizabeth Platz

The Word
Sunday, March 8
Third Sunday in Lent
Exodus 20:1-17
Psalm 19
1 Corinthians 1:18-25
John 2:13-22

Sunday, March 15
Fourth Sunday in Lent  
Numbers 21:4-9
Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22
Ephesians 2:1-10
John 3:14-21

Sunday, March 22
Fifth Sunday in Lent
Jeremiah 31:31-34
Psalm 51:1-12
Hebrews 3:5-10
John 12:20-33

Sunday, March 29
Sunday of  the Passion/
Palm Sunday
Isaiah 50:4-9a
Psalm 31:9-16
Philippians 2:5-11
Mark 14:1—15:57

Lenten reflections all around us
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—Ann Nuss, Stephen Leader

ur Oratorio Choir and orchestra will 
present their annual Lenten Concert 
on Sunday, March 29, at 5:00 p.m. in 

the Nave. The featured work is Franz Joseph 
Haydn’s Solemn Mass (Heiligmesse). The choir 
will also sing Hymns from the Old South by Virgil 
Thomson.
 Haydn composed the Heiligmesse in 1796 and 
gave it a title that featured a saint’s name: Missa 
Sancti Bernardi von Offida. Bernard of Ofida was 
a seventeenth century Capuchin monk who had 

been beatified by Pope Pius VI in 1795. Haydn’s 
mass was a tribute to him and also a gracious 
patron, Princess Marie Esterházy.
 There is no admission for this concert, but 
a free-will offering will be received to benefit the 
Progressive Life Center in Landover, MD, a non-
profit organization serving youth and families in 
the area. The center provides many services, in-
cluding therapeutic foster care and family preser-
vation. Be sure to make this concert part of your 
Lenten journey this year. See you there!

his year’s Organ Plus concert will be held on Sunday, March 15, 
at 5:00 p.m. in the Nave and will feature chamber music for organ 
and instruments. Everyone is invited to attend! A free-will offer-

ing will be received for Lutheran Disaster Response (LDR). Three of  
our members have been working with LDR in Pennsylvania and New 
Jersey, repairing homes that were damaged by super storm Sandy. Come 
and enjoy an afternoon of  great music!

Organ Plus Concert to benefit Lutheran Disaster Response

O
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World Day of Prayer on March 6

Luke on Friday, March 6, when churches around the globe will observe the World Day of  
Prayer. Sponsored by Saint Luke’s WELCA (Women of  the ELCA). Opening prayers will be 
offered in the chapel every half  hour, focusing on three countries in need that are a part of  
the ELCA outreach—Namibia, El Salvador, and Slovakia, followed by time for silent personal 
prayer and meditation. A closing prayer will be offered at 6:30 p.m. Please feel free to stop by at 
any time during our prayer vigil and bring a friend. Coffee and cookies will be available in the 
Fireside Room throughout the event.


